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WHAT IS PATRIOTISM ? 


BY REV. RUFUS W. CLARK. 


Witnovt claiming any particular skill in the science of lexicolo- 
gy, I propose in this article to define the true import of this word, 
which is so much used at the present time. Some employ the term 
Patriotism as meaning “ hatred of all nations but our own.” Others 
deem that man a patriot who is unwilling to resort to any measures 
or arguments, in the settlement of difficulties with foreign nations, 
except such as the sword and the cannon produce. Others would 
adopt, as the motto of patriotism, “Our country, right or wrong.” 

These different significations, or rather, different forms of sub- 
stantially the same signification, are current with many writers, and 
speakers at the present day who are exerting a wide-spread, deep- 
felt influence in our land. Whether they have right views of what 
is patriotic, is a question of vital interest to this nation. Nor should 
any one be deterred from inquiring into this matter from. the fear of 
being regarded in some quarters as hostile to his eountry. If we 
are to receive such a definition of this term, and only such, as cer- 
tain persons please to give us, and to be contented with that, we 
had better moderate our boasting about free institutions, and be 
more sparing in our allusions to the light, hberty and Christianity 
of our age. 

But believing, as we do, in the ‘* Declaration of our Indepen- 
dence,” we shall venture to express the opinion, that that man is a 
patriot who, in the first place, loves his country. The true patriot 
not only professes to love his country, but is ready to sacrifice his 
own interests, his ambition, his property, and his life, if necessary, 
for his nation’s good. He employs his powers, judgment and influ-. 
ence in protecting the property and. lives. of his: fellow-citizens, and. 
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in contributing to the advancement of the nation in virtue, prosper- 
ity and happiness. He is not the man who holds the lives of his 
fellow-citizens as of little value, who is ready, in a moment of ca- 
price or ambition, to plunge a great people into the evils and hor- 
rors of war; who would have thousands of men and millions of 
treasure appropriated to carry on a contest, the causes of which are 
too delicate to admit of being too closely scrutinized. No; he is 
the man who, in settling difficulties with foreign nations, would re- 
sort to negotiation or arbitration, or at least, not lift the sword, un- 
til all other means of settlement and defence had failed. He would 
not expose to injury one of the millions of his countrymen, while it 
was within the bounds of possibility to avoid it. 

‘ In the second place, that man is a patriot who acts upon the princi- 
ples of justice and equity in his dealings with foreign nations. Show 
us the individual who is ready to trample under his feet the rights 
of other communities, and who will bluster about the perilled honor 
of his own nation, when there is a hope of piercing the heart of 
another nation; and I will show you the man who, circumstances 
being changed, will not hesitate to trample under his feet the dear- 
est rights and interests of the land that gave him birth. If a man 
will go to a foreign city, and rob its inhabitants, what security have 
I, his neighbor, that, when he returns home, he will not rob me? 
Is the fact that he is so zealous in dealing unjustly with the foreign- 
er, proof that he will be faithful to me? Is this the only patriotism 
upon which these twenty millions of freemen can rest for the pro- 
tection of their rights, and the safety of their interests? Let us 
see the men of power and influence in this country acting upon the 
eternal principles of truth and justice,—acting as though there were 
a righteous God above,—acting as though the words virtue, human- 
ity, integrity had a meaning, and we can feel secure. We can feel 
that there are at least some patriots who stand upon this American 
soil, some who love their country and her blessed institutions, and 
who are more solicitous for its welfare than for their own aggran- 
dizement. 

Patriots we have had in this land. Washington was a_ patriot. 
Nor did his patriotism consist in being successful in battle, for 
thousands had been equally successful before him; nor in exer- 
cising skill and judgment, for these qualities had been before de- 
veloped ; but in this, namely, that in yielding up the military to the 
civil power, he sacrificed his personal interests for the good of his 
country. He was willing to be nothing himself that his nation might 
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be free. This is the bright star in his diadem of glory. His motto 
was not, “‘ the spoils to the victors ;” but his heart was large enough 
to embrace the sentiment, ‘“‘ it is more blessed to give than to re- 





ceive.” 

Mr. Jefferson. advanced many patriotic sentiments, both before 
and after he was President, and his remark has been fully verified, 
‘that war is an instrument entirely inefficient towards redressing 
wrong; that it multiplies instead of indemnifying losses.” The 
settlement of the Maine boundary question was a patriotic act ; and 
we have recently had a most impressive manifestation of the spirit 
of true patriotism in the amicable and honorable adjustment of the 
Oregon difficulties. 

In the third place, he is a sincere patriot, and may be depended 
upon as a true friend of his own country, who feels interested in 
the welfare of all the nations upon the globe. We cannot suppose 
that it was the design of Providence, in dividing the human race 
into separate communities, to render them the natural enemies, one 
of another, any more than that the division into families should be 
productive of hostilities. By what law or principle am I bound to 
hate a people from whom I am separated by a river or ocean, or 
who have been placed by Providence under a form of government 
different from my own? Cannot a man be true to the interests of 
his own nation, and at the same time seek the good of other na- 
tions? If some of the current notions about patriotism are correct, 
then the gospel of Jesus Christ is the most unpatriotic scheme that 
was ever devised. It strikes at the foundations of national prosper- 
ity and happiness, and consistency would require that it be counted 
treason for a man to give his influence in favor of such a system. 
And yet, we call ourselves a Christian nation, a virtuous, enlight- 
ened, and justice-loving nation. We build churches, support the 
institutions of the gospel, observe the Sabbath, and obey some of 
the commands of the decalogue ; and why should we not heed the 
teachings of our great Leader, when he calls upon us to “ love 
our enemies, and bless them that injure or hate us?” Why at least 
should we not ‘‘ do justly,” if we cannot “love mercy,” or “ walk 
humbly?”? Alas! Consistency, thou art indeed a rare jewel. 

But we may be told that our rights and honor must be maintained 
at all hazards!| True; and let nations maintain their rights in 
right principles, and study their true honor ; and wars, and rumors 
of wars, would cease in the earth, The grand error is, and ever 
has been, that nations are reckless of their honor, and are too ready 
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to adopt measures that, in the eyes of the civilized world, tarnish 
their national glory. Wordsworth truly says, 
“ Earth is sick, 
And Heaven is weary of the hollow words 
Which states and kingdoms utter when they speak 
Of truth and justice.” 


God speed the day when our legislative halls and executive coun- 
cil-chambers may be filled with the spirit of patriotism, and this 
American people be distinguished for their devotion to the true 
honor and high interests of their country. 


_—_—_—_«~<ornryorwrmresramnw~ss 


WAR AND THE SABBATH. 


Tue worship of God, equally indispensable to the welfare of in- 
dividuals and society, depends almost entirely on the Sabbath, or 
the consecration of some specified time to religious services. Here 
is its essence. We insist only on this principle; for the devout 
Quaker who discards the Sabbath as an institution, still has his 
stated periods for the worship of God, and thus secures to himself 
a Sabbath as truly as any Puritan ever did. In this sense, the Sab- 
bath is the sheet-anchor of religion and good morals. ll experi- 
ence proves it so; for France tried to do without it, and plunged at 
once into atheism, anarchy, and a sea of vices and crimes. It is 
the nurse and guardian of intelligence, and piety, and virtue, and 
good order, and general prosperity. It is the hinge of God’s moral 
government over our world, and the main-spring or pivot of all the 
instrumentalities employed or appointed for the salvation of man- 
kind, 

War, however, cannot respect the Sabbath. The common rou- 
tine of the camp forbids it; and extra duties are generally assigned 
to this day. ‘ Even when the army is not present, the heavy trains 
of the commissary must move on; the arsenal and the ship-yard 
must maintain their activity; and innumerable mechanics, water- 
men and laborers, must be kept busy. During our late war with 
England, who did not witness on all our frontiers the general dese- 
cration of the holy day? Men swarmed like ants on a mole-hill, to 
throw up entrenchments; the wharves resounded with the din of 
business ; and idlers forsook the house of God to gaze upon the 
scenes of preparation.” The battle of Waterloo, like a multitude 
of others, was fought without scruple on the Sabbath; and even 
Christians among ourselves have been heard to say, ‘“‘ There zs no 
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Sabbath in times of war.” Nor indeed is there any Sabbath for 
soldiers even in a time of peace; for, all over Europe, even in our 
own army, is the Sabbath the chosen time for special and splendid 
reviews. Soldiers are absolutely compelled to trample under foot 
this day of God; and their example, backed by men in power, and 
justified by the best members of society, as the necessary privilege 
of war, must in time unclinch the hold of the Sabbath upon the 
conscience, heart and habits of any community. Even the sons of 
the Puritans are not proof against influences like these; for the 
Sabbath of New England itself has received from three wars,—the 
French, the Revolutionary, and the Jast,—a shock from which only 
the millennium can ever restore it to the sanctity and moral power 
which it had in the days of our fathers. 

Let us on this point take a few facts from our Revolutionary war. 
“The holy Sabbath,” say good men on the spot at the time, “ is grown 
into such contempt, that all the force of civil laws can scarcely suf- 
fice to preserve even the appearance of regard for it. Never was the 
public worship of God so generally voted away as at the present. 
Many, grudging the expense of supporting it, have dismissed God’s 
ambassadors, and locked up the doors of his house. The regular 
churches through the land have suffered sorely from the common 
storm; and, in New England, the houses of God, wherever the British 
army went, became theprime buttof their vengeance. Some were 
turned into stables, some into riding-houses, some consumed with 
flames, and some razed to the foundation. Of those which remained, 
not a few were shut by the death or removal of the pastors, and many 
deserted by the dispersion of the congregation that used to worship in 
them. How often is the pious eye (near the close of the war) 
shocked at the sight of men hurrying away the most precious mo- 
ments of the Lord’s day in sending vessels to sea, in beginning or 
pursuing journeys or worldly business, or wasting that holy season 
in indolence at home, or impertinent visits, or idle walks about the 
wharves, streets or fields. How many there are that habitually com- 
bine to kill the time on that sacred day, in coffee-houses or sots’ holes, 
in bargains or news, in gaming or intemperance. And if such out- 
tages against God and religion are called in question, the answer in 
almost every mouth is ready—’tis war times.” 

We see, then, that wanton, reckless violations of the Sabbath are 
not peculiar to the war now raging in Mexico, but only a new illus- 
tration of its tendency to ride, rough-shod, over all the institutions 
of both earth and heaven. It is a fact quite remarkable, that the 
first session of our cabinet at Washington respecting this war was 
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held on the Sabbath; and all its operations have gone on from the 
first in utter disregard of this sacred day. 

It would seem as if the devil, the real Jeader in this work of hell, 
had, in sheer spite against the Lord of the Sabbath, selected this 
day for almost every considerable battle ; for the battles of Del Norte, 
in New Mexico, (Jan. 24th,) of Buena Vista, (Feb. 21st) of Sacra- 
mento, (March 28th,) of Cerro Gordo, (April 18th,) were all fought 
on the Sabbath; and on the same day (Feb. 28th,) occurred the 
surrender of Vera Cruz, and some of the terrible fighting near the 
city of Mexico. Our troops have seemed to regard the Sabbath lit- 
tle more than if they were all in Pandemonium, or as if they had 
adopted the laws of that world for their rule during the prosecution 
of this hellish work; and it is quite clear that the spirit, principles 
and usages of war, if once spread permanently over our whole land, 
would not in time leave a trace of either a Puritan or even a Quaker 
Sabbath. 


LLL LLL LLB" 


WAR AND LIBERTY. 


I am well aware that the sword is very generally regarded as the 
chief asserter of liberty, and the warrior as its best friend and in- 
dispensable champion. It is true that war, as the rude, semi-savage 
agent in resisting oppression, and rectifying the hoary abuses of 
power, has occasionally achieved the liberties of mankind; but, in 
view of its own nature, and in the light of general history, I cannot 
help thinking war to be perhaps the deadliest of all foes to freedom 
and popular rights. I cannot now discuss the subject in full detail, 
but will barely suggest for reflection a few points, to show the bear- 
ings of this custom on the cause of liberty, or free, popular gevern- 
ment. 

1. The spirit of war is essentially despotic. Look at its very na- 
ture, at all its developments on the field of battle, in the camp, or 
at the recruiting rendezvous, and you will find its genuine spirit in- 
variably proud, arrogant and dictatorial, spurning the rights of 
others, acknowledging no will but its own, and determined to en- 
force that will, right or wrong, at all hazards. 

2. The exigencies of war demand a strict, unrelenting despotism 
for its successful prosecution. Without such a despotism, how 
would it be possible to keep in subjection such multitudes of 
vicious, reckless, hardened men as mainly compose almost every 
army, or to force them into the privations of the camp, the hardships 
and exposures of the march, or the atrocities and horrors of siege 
and battle ? 
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3. The laws or rules of war are thoroughly despotic. I need not 
give these in detail; for every one acquainted with them, knows 
them to be as arbitrary, tyrannical and relentless as any that ever 
ground in the dust the serfs of Europe, or the slaves of America. 

4. War is always a temporary despotism. It is in part neutral- 
ized by the laws of peace extending themselves into the domain of 
this hoary, unrelenting despot; but, so far as war asserts its own in- 
dispensable powers, it suspends for the time all other laws, and 
makes the will of its leading mind strictly supreme. This extent of 
power is essential to war; but if this be not despotism, I know not 
what is; and we need only suppose this state of things to become the 
settled, permanent condition of any country, to see at a glance that its 
liberties must all be cloven down beyond redemption or hope. 

5. The habits generated by war lead inevitably to despotism on 
one side, and slavery on the other. Every officer, from the highest 
to the lowest, is, in his sphere, a despot for the time being; and 
every soldier, from the very necessities of his profession, is trained 
to unreasoning, slavish submission. He is a mere tool used at 
pleasure by his superiors, and allowed no independent exercise of 
reason, conscience or will. Every army is a vast group of just such 
habits as these ; and, if here is not a fitting, most prolific nursery 
of despotism and slavery, where in the wide world can you find 
one? 

6. The inequalities of war are extremely adverse to freedom and 
popular rights. I allude to the well-known inequalities of pay and 
privilege, of honor and promotion, of hardship and exposure, of 
suffering and loss of life. Can you conceive any thing more glaring- 
ly anjust and anti-popular? Just think of an English soldier with 
some twenty-five cents a day, and a high officer with ten or twenty 
thousand dollars a year; or of a private in our own army at seven 
dollars a month, and a general with five thousand dollars or more a 
year! Go into the army, and you will there find a corresponding 
inequality in nearly all their respective hardships and privileges. In 
such a soil can the doctrines of popular equality and rights ever 
Hlourish ? 

7. War has a strong, inevitable tendency to create military chief- 
tains or despots. An army is a set of slaves or sycophants to their 
successful, favorite leader, all ready to throw up their caps at his 
name, to sell their liberties at his bidding, and bear him into su- 
preme power on the point of their bayonets or spears. In other 
countries they have done this almost literally; but in ours they 
make the hero, the triumphant warrior, a candidate for the first 
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offices in the gift of the people. This may for the present seem 
comparatively harmless; but, like the gradual, stealthy encroach- 
ments of despotism in all other cases, it may in time, perhaps 
sooner than we should now suppose possible, grasp the sceptre of 
arbitrary power, and trample our long-boasted liberties in the dust. 

8. The influence of war upon the intellect and morals of a 
people must ultimately prove fatal to their liberties. ‘The demoral- 
izing, brutalizing tendencies of war every body admits; nor can 
you have war without them; and,fif spread over a country long 
enough to saturate the whole people with their influence, the re- 
sult will inevitably be some form of despotism. It would require 
volumes to illustrate fully the demoralizing influences of war; and 
I merely allude to them here as a most prolific, inexhaustible source 
of danger to liberty regulated by law, and directed to safe and use- 
ful results. 

9. The essential impiety and atheism of war are fearfully ominous 
to popular self-government. I need not stop here to prove that war 
claims the right to trample under foot the whole authority of God; 
that it rolls its blood-stained car over every command of the deca- 
logue, and every precept of the New Testament; that it knows no 
Sabbath, but fights its battles, and continues its marches, and con- 


structs its fortifications, and performs its drills and all its labors, 


on this quite as much as on any other day of the week. I could 
write a long chapter of facts on this last point alone—the reck- 
less, wholesale violations of the Sabbath in every war. Let such 


an impious, heaven-defying system become the uniform, general 
business, the permanent condition of any people, especially of a 
people nominally Christian; and is it possible for them to retain 
long even the form of popular liberty ? 

10. I might confirm al! these positions by reference to history. 
War has ever been the origin and chief support of despotism and 
oppression in all their forms. Look the world over; and where 
in all time can you find a tyranny that did not originate in war, and 
depend for its support mainly, almost solely on the sword? Look 
at the origin of slavery and the slave-trade; at the rise of despotism 
and every monarchy on the globe; at the subjugation of the democ- 
racies of Greece and Rome to despotic sway; at France and all 
Europe, crushed under the heel of Napoleon, at first the leader and 
idol of French republicans; at the overthrow of all the republics 
whose wrecks are scattered along the shores of past time; at the 
republics south of us on this continent, nearly all drenched in blood, 
the sport of military chieftains, suicides bleeding on the point of 
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their own sabres, victims to the people’s blind, insane passion for 
war. 

It would be easy, if I had time, to show, from the history of our 
present war, the inevitable tendencies of the custom to all the evils 
I have specified. I deem it no worse than most wars; but you 
cannot have war without more or less of these baleful results. Let 
the spirit, and principles, and practices of this very war become to 
our country general and permanent; and our doom, as a free, pros- 
perous republic, is prospectively sealed beyond redemption. 

All my positions I could easily fortify by the highest and most 
ample authorities; but I will close with partial or abbreviated quo- 
tations from only a few men whose opinions ought, on a subject 
like this, to have great weight with the people of our country. 

Let us hear Cuannine. ‘‘ The discipline and customs of the 
camp are the confines of the slave? What is the liberty of a 
soldier? An iron discipline. In the case of an offence, how is he 
to be tried? Not by a jury of his peers, but by the stern rules 
of a court martial.” 

What says the great patriarch of American statesmen, the venera- 
ble Jounn Quincy Apams? “ With war comes a full and plenary 
power over the whole subject even of slavery. It is a war power; 
and, when your country is actually in war, whether it be a war of 
invasion, or a war of insurrection, Congress has power to carry it 
on, and must carry it on, according to the laws of war ; and by those 
laws an invaded country has all its laws and institutions swept by 
the board, and martial law takes the place of them.” The venera- 
ble statesman quoted the conduct of Gen. Jackson to confirm his 
positions; and two of our commanders (Sloat and Kearney) in this 
war with Mexico, have added to.our republic territory enough for an 
empire twice as large as France, and created therein a civil govern- 
ment, all by a mere word in the exercise of the war-power. It was 
an act of sheer despotism, but did not nevertheless transcend the 
powers essential to the war-system. 

“Tt has been,” says Franklin, “a generally received opinion, 
that a military man is not to inquire whether a war be just or unjust ; 
he is to execute his orders! All princes that are disposed to be- 
come tyrants, must probably approve of this opinion; but is it not a 
dangerous one? On this principle,” essential to the war-system, “ if 
the tyrant commands his army to attack and destroy, not only an 
unoffending neighbor nation, but even his own subjects, his army is 
bound to obey. A negro slave in our colonies, being commanded 
by his master to rob or murder a neighbor, or do any other immoral 
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act, may refuse, and the magistrate will protect him in his refusal. 
The slavery of a soldier then is worse than that of a negro.” 

Gen. Wilkinson, an officer in the war of 1812, says, “a dupe 
during my whole life to the prejudices I now reprobate, I warn my 
country against military enthusiasm, and the pride of arms, by which 
the yeomanry, the palladium of the republic, are depreciated, and 
standing armies and navies are encouraged. Who would exchange 
the blessings of freedom for the repute of having eclipsed the whole 
human race in feats of valor? This is a serious question; it affects 
the vital interest of every freeman; and we should pause and reflect 
before it is too late. We have escaped from one war, with a crip- 
pled constitution; the next will probably destroy it; therefore, let 
the motto of the State be—Prace,” 

Well has Judge Jay said, ‘‘ war has always been adverse to politi- 
cal freedom. A Roman statesman declared, that ‘ laws are silent in 
the midst of arms;’ and the experience of ages has converted the 
words into a proverb. Civil liberty requires the substitution of 
laws for the will of the ruler; but in war, the will of the ruler 
becomes the source of legitimate authority, and the bulwarks 
erected around civil rights, are all levelled on the proclamation 
of martial law. Constitutional liberty is often sacrificed to the poli- 
cy of war, and almost every campaign produces its dictator. Few 
men have ever been more jealous of encroachments on their rights 
than the fathers of the American Revolution; yet were they fre- 
quently induced by the exigencies of the war to submit to the most 
despotic measures. At one period, no citizen of New York was per- 
mitted to pass from one county°to another without a passport ; and 
the convention of the same state authorized a committee of three to 
send for persons and papers; to call out detachments of tlie militia ; 


’ 


to apprehend, imprison, and banish whom they thought proper ; to 
impose secrecy on those they employed; to make draughts on the 
treasury ; jo raise officers, and employ as they pleased two hundred 
and twenty soldiers. All history bears testimony to the natural ten- 
dency of war to establish and sirengthen arbitrary power. The 
pride and pomp of war, the unlimited power of the commander, the 
gradations of rank, and the blind, mechanical obedience exacted 
from the troops, all conspire to render an army a fit instrument of 
tyranny.” 

Madison is very full and emphatic on the despotic tendencies of 
war. ‘Of all the enemies of public liberty,”’ he says, “‘ war is per- 
haps the most to be dreaded. It is the parent of armies; from 
these proceed debts and taxes; and armies, and debts, and taxes are 
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the well-known instruments for bringing the many under the do- 
minion of the few. War is the true nurse of executive aggrandize- 
ment. In war, a physical force is to be created; and it is the ex- 
ecutive will that is to direct it. The public treasures are to be 
unlocked ; and it is the executive hand which is to dispense them. 
The honors and emoluments of office are to be multiplied ; and it is 
the executive patronage under which they are to be enjoyed. It is 
in war, finally, that laurels are to be gathered; and it is the execu- 
tive brow they are to encircle. The strongest passions and most 
dangerous weaknesses of the human breast,—ambition, avarice, van- 
ity, the honorable or the venial love of fame,—are all in conspiracy 
against the desire andthe duty of peace. Hence it has grown into 
an axiom, that it is the executive department of power most distin- 
guished by its propensity to war; and hence the practice of all 
states, in proportion as they are free, to disarm this propensity of 
its influence. In war, too, the discretionary power of the executive 
is extended; and all the means of seducing the mind, are added 
to those of subduing the force of the people. No NATION couLD 
PRESERVE ITS FREEDOM IN THE MIDST OF CONTINUED WARFARE. 
These truths are well established.” : 


re 


IS WAR THE WAY TO GET PEACE? 


So our rulers said at the outset of this war; and the sentiment was 
echoed and re-echoed over the land by all its abettors, and by a multitude 
even of its opponents. We were going “to conquer a peace;” and it was 
very confidently predicted that Mexico, as soon as she should witness a 
full display of our overwhelming strength along her borders, on her very 
soil, would soon come to her senses, get down upon her knees to beg our 
pardon, and gladly accept offers of peace on almost any terms. Some 
swaggeringly said, that all her troops would take to their heels at the bare 
sight of a single battalion from the United States; and even the responsi- 
ble abettors of this war assured us that it might perhaps end in a single 
month, probably would in sixty days, and beyond all doubt in ninety—at 
most only a ninety-days’ wonder for the newspapers to report, the people 
to stare at, and the world to talk about. 

Such was the prediction! and what has been, or what is likely to be, the 
result? The war has now (October, 1847) continued eighteen months, six 
times as long as its most cautious abettors fixed as its ultimate limit; and 
where are we now? Apparently farther from an amicable adjustment than 
before the war began, and certainly in a condition far less favorable to a 
satisfactory, stable, lasting peace between the two republics. Mexico, 
even after her worst reverses, will scarcely deign to negotiate for peace on 
any terms, but resorts to the most desperate measures for prolonging the 
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struggle to the last drop of her blood. Every blow we strike, the most 
complete and signal success of our troops, apparently serves only to put 
farther and still farther off the prospect of a cordial, permanent peace. It 
has thus far been a bootless, suicidal game of blood; and every day’s con- 
tinuance of the war has served to plunge us deeper and deeper in difficul- 
ties. 

At length, Mexico is captured, and our troops are holding the ruffian’s 
sway of brute force over its inhabitants, and revelling, if they choose, and 
can find them, in the Halls of the Montezumas. Well, what now? This 
achievement was to be the end of the war, a point at which we could enforce 
a peace at will; but is itso? Far enough from it. The Mexicans, from 
some motive or other, consent now to hear our request and propositions for 
peace, as if we were the vanquished party, sueing for the best terms we 
could get; but, with his hand on their capitol, and his foot on their very 
necks, our victorious general can extort from them hardly so good terms as 
might before the war have been obtained without wasting on our part alone 
a hundred millions of money, and some twenty or thirty thousand lives. 
Every step of the war has served only to increase the difficulties of such a 
peace as both parties profess to desire; and, if things could possibly be 
put back where they were before the war began, it would cost our rulers, 
in the way of diplomacy, not half the effort they must now make, perhaps 
all in vain, to secure a peace on any terms. Indeed, it may well be doubt- 
ed whether we must not, even if we should fight twenty years longer, close 
the war without any formal treaty of peace, as we did in the case of the 
poor Seminoles, simply by sheathing the sword, and resolving to continue 
the worse than useless struggle no longer. Such is the suicidal folly of 
war. 

On this point we have little need of authority; yet we may well quote 
the opinions of a few competent judges :— 

“ Dates from the city of Mexico,” says a New Orleans paper, “ have been 
received ; and, notwithstanding their dissensions among themselves, all 
classes would appear to unite in denouncing every idea of a peace with 
the United States—the majority of them will not even listen to overtures 
until every hostile foot is removed from the sacred soil of Mexico. ‘They 
now talk boldly of bleeding, dying and being buried amid the ruins of the 
city of Mexico, rather than have its streets and gorgeous palaces polluted 
by “*los Yankees.’ ” 

The N. O. Picayune, of a date still later, says, “it is the opinion of offi- 
cers just returned from Mexico—and we may mention the name of General 
Patterson in this connection—that the probability of conquering a peace 
upon the plan of warfare hitherto pursued is slender indeed.” 

“ Peace with Mexico,” says the Rochester Democrat, “is probably more 


remote than ever. Since the battle of Cerro Gordo, the march of General 
Scott has been a triumphal progress. Every city and town has surrendered 


without resistance, and the people have submitted to foreign rule in sullen 
silence. Still, the spirit of the nation is*not broken. The prospects of 
peace grow more and more obscure every day. The Mexicans are cor- 
vinced that they cannot cope with us in the open field. They appear de- 
termined to let us overrun the country, and, by organizing a new system of 


resistance, to render our stay there as uncomfortable as possible. We 
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have no expectation that the Mexicans will accept the terms of peace we 
may feel disposed, in the flush of triumph, to dicate from the walls of the 
Capital. They are a weak, but at the same time, a proud and haughty 
nation, and extremely revengeful withal. The desire of vengeance, and 
the power of endurance they possess, will lead them to reject all overtures 
of peace. The race from which they are descended has ever been dis- 
tinguished for strong attachment to country. They have never been able 
to resist, in the open field, the more vigorous hordes sent forth by a more 
energetic race ; and, although they have been subdued and awed into sub- 
mission for a short season, they have never been conquered. ‘The history 
of the Spanish or Celtiberian race proves this. No foreign army ever 
made a permanent conquest in a country inhabited by them. The war 
with Mexico will become a war of races. Personal hatred will stimulate 
national vengeance. The mass of the Mexican people, ignorant of the 
causes of the war, regard us as a nation of marauders, who are desirous 
only of conquering their country. It will take a great while to disabuse 
their minds of this opinion. Animated by national pride, and trembling 
with fears for their personal safety, they will continue to resist till we be- 
come wearied out. The war will cost us rivers of blood, and we shall 
reap a harvest of—glory !” 


—_—_~ 
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RESOLUTIONS ON PEACE. 


I. By Poxiticat Bopres.—Political action so seldom originates or 
furthers any work of thorough reform, that we now allude to it merely 
as an index to the state of feeling in some sections of our country re- 
specting our conflict with Mexico. Legislatures and political meetings in 
different States of New Engiand have passed resolves against this war; 
but we will chronicle, as the strongest specimens, two resolutions adopted, 
oo very decisive majorities, by both houses of the Massachusetts Legis- 
ature :— 

“ Resolved, That the present war with Mexico has its primary cause in 
the unconstitutional annexation of the foreign State of Texas; that it was 
unconstitutionally commenced by the order of the President, to General 
Taylor, to take military possession of the territory in dispute between the 
United States and Mexico, and in the occupation of Mexico; and that it is 
now waged by a powerful nation against a weak neighbor, unnecessarily 
and without just cause, at immense cost of treasure and life, for the dis- 
memberment of Mexico, and for the conquest of a portion of her territory, 
from which slavery has already been excluded, with the triple object of ex- 
tending slavery, of strengthening the “Slave Power,” and of obtaining 
ts control of the Free States, under the Constitution of the United. 

tates. 

Resolved, That such a war of conquest, so hateful in its objects, so 
wanton, unjust and unconstitutional in its origin and character, must be: 
regarded as a war against freedom, against humanity, against the Union,. 
against the constitution, and against the Free States ; and that a regard for 
the trae interests and the highest honor of the country, not less than the 
impulses of Christian duty, should arouse all good citizens to join in efforts 
to arrest this war, and, in every just way, aiding the country to retire from 
the position of aggression which it now occupies towards a weak, distrac- 
ted neighbor, and sister republic. 

The resolutions, proposed by Mr. Keres, along with his very able and 
searching Report on the War, and adopted by the House of Representa- 
tives, were so amended by the Senate as to lose no small part of their pun- 
gency; and yet, in their original form, they hardly came up to whit we 


know to be the general sentiment of Massachusetts on the subject. 
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lf. By Eccxiestasticat Bopies.—Of these we shall give a fuller report, 
and yet only a part of their resolutions on the subject that have come to 
our knowledge, as specimens of what many of our religious denominations 
have done. 

By the Woburn (Mass.) Association of Congregational Ministers at their 
meeting, June 1, 1847 :— 

1. That we recognize the gospel as the divinely appointed and only 
effectual remedy for the moral evils entailed upon mankind by their apos- 
tacy from God. 

2. That we regard the gospel as fitted and destined especially to banish 
the great evil, war, from the earth, and introduce the universal and perma- 
nent reign of peace. 

3. That the gospel, however, can accomplish this glorious consummation 
only by God’s blessing upon a right application of its principles to the 
case, and that hence arises the duty of Christians to make such an appli- 
cation as shall actually put an end to war wherever Christianity prevails. 

4. That the occurrence of our present war with Mexico should lead all 
Christians solemnly to ask themselves whether they have heretofore done 
their whole duty on this subject, and to humble themselves before God in 
view of this great national sin, with earnest entreaties that he would avert 
from us the judgments to which it has so justly exposed us. 

5. That the sudden outburst through our country of the war-spirit, a 
spirit so utterly unchristian, so intensely wicked, and so pernicious, 
especially to our religious character and interests, is matter for deep humil- 
iation, sorrow and alarm to every follower of the Prince of Peace. 

6. That the history of this war shows the necessity of greatly increased 
efforts in the cause of peace, and should stimulate good men to labor far 
more for the abolition of this custom, as the only security against similar 
evils in future. 

7. That there is now a special call, in the providence of God, upon his 
ministers, for a more general and more effective application of the pacific 
principles of the gospel, to correct popular errors on this subject, and to 
form such a public sentiment as shall prevent in aJl coming time the recur- 
rence of war in our land, 

8. That Christian parents should, especially in times like the present, 
carefully guard their children against imbibing the war-spirit, and ac- 
quiring a fondness for war, or admiration for its horrid achievements, or in- 
difference to its nameless crimes and woes. 


2. By the New Haven East (Ct.) Association, June 1, 1847 :— 


Resolved, 1. That we deem all war, unless carried on strictly in self- 
defence, as unscriptural, inhuman and intensely wicked. 

2. That war for the sake of conquest or retaliation, for mere pecuniary 
advantage, for territorial aggrandizement, or for national honor, so called, 
is wholly unjustifiable. 

3. That we view with deep sorrow and alarm the development of the 
war-spirit in this country, in the enlistments, applications for commissions, 
and the public rejoicings for success. 

4, That we regard communities in their dealings with each other, as 
bound by the same moral law which is to govern individuals—and that, as 
individuals have no right to plunder and kill each other for the sake of 
avenging insult, or to recover debts, nations have no right to take that 
course, 

5. That we regard with grief and horror the terrible loss of life, both 
among Mexicans and Americans, in the war now raging, and especially 
the slaughter of women and children and married men—and that our 
government is bound by every consideration of justice, humanity and right, 
to put an end to these desolations, and to secure peace at once by the 
most generous forbearance and good faith. 
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6. That, as Christian ministers, we are bound to use all our influence to 
incline men’s hearts to peace, and are led to regard this war with peculiar 
abhorrence, from the well-known fact that it was commenced for the pur- 
pose of acquiring or securing more slave territory, and thus perpetuating 
and widening the great sin and curse of our nation. 

7. That it is worthy of serious inquiry whether our army and navy and 
military schools do not subject the country to vastly greater expense and 
loss than they prevent; while they cultivate and inflame the military spirit, 
and are inconsistent with the Scriptural sentiment of learning war no 
more. 

3. By one of the Methodist Conferences, (we do not recollect which,) at 


“its late session in New England :— 


Resolved, That war generally, and the present war with Mexico particu- 
larly, is contrary to the gospel of Christ; and that we regard the conduct 
of the one hundred ministers of the Baltimore M. E. Conference, (at its 
late session,) headed by Dr. Levings of the N. Y. Conference, who pledged 
to the President of the United States their sympathy, and promised to sup- 
port the administration in this war, as disgraceful in itself, and only evil in 
its consequenees. 


4, By the Rutland (Vt.,) Congregational Consociation, June 8, 1847, 
which has been wont for years to take very appropriate and decided action 
on the subject of peace :— 

The committee appointed to examine the resolutions adopted last year 
by the Consociation on the subjects of war and slavery, and report whether 
any further action is called for on those subjects, made the following re- 
port, which was adopted :— 

In respect to the subject of war, the committee would say simply, that 
the events connected with the existing contest between this country and 
Mexico give additional interest and importance to the subject; and they 
earnestly recommend to the ministers of the Consociation, as the servants 
of the Prince of Peace, a faithful attention to the resolutions adopted by 
this body at their last meeting. The substance of these resolutions is, 
that ministers are requested to preach on the subject once each year, and 
to take appropriate measures to make it a subject of conference and prayer 
at suitable seasons. ' 


5. By the Crittenden (Vt.,) Congregational Consociation, June 9, 1847 :— 


Resolved, That it is the special duty of Christian ministers and all other 
friends of the Redeemer, to bear testimony against the spirit and the prac- 
tice of war, and to do all in their power to hasten the time, when the world 
shall be blessed with the ecianil Veiealenes of peace. 

Resolved, That all friends of God and man in our land owe it to their 
country and to mankind to employ their best efforts and their prayers to 
bring the war in which the United States are now engaged, to a speedy 
and righteous termination. 


6. By the R. Island Evangelical Consociation (Cong’l) June 10, 1847 :— 


Resolved, 1. That the occurrence of our present war with Mexico shows 
the necessity of increased efforts in the cause of peace. 

2. That, in view of the war-spirit so suddenly aroused in our country 
the past year, and of the manifold moral evils likely to be entailed by this 
war upon our country, we commend the subject of peace to the special at- 
tention of the Christian community. 

3. That Superintendents and teachers in Sabbath schools, Christian 
ministers, and Christian parents in particular, should with special care 
— o young against the war-spirit, so rife of late in many parts of 
our land. 

4. That we regard the return of peace to our nation, and its future per- 
manency, as eminently important to the steady and enduring prosperity of 
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religion, and to the highest success of the various enterprises of Christian 
benevolence. 

7. The Presbyterian General Assembly (O.S.,) at its last session in 
Richmond, Va., unanimously 

Resolved, That in view of the present posture of our national affairs, the 
continuance of the war, and its great and dreadful results, it be earnestly 
recommended to all our churches to humble themselves before Almighty 
God, with confession of their own sins, and of the sins of the people, and 
to engage in fervent and continued prayer, that as individuals and as a na- 
tion we may be forgiven; that there may be a speedy, righteous, and ami- 
cable adjustment of all existing difficulties with other nations; and that 
we may be permitted to enjoy, without interruption, the blessings of 

eace. 
‘ Resolved, That all pastors, and all others preaching statedly, be requested 
to bring this subject before the several churches in which they minister, on 
the second Sabbath of July, or as soon after as it may be convenient, and 
to urge upon our people the duty pointed out in the foregoing resolution. 

8. The Presbyterian General Assembly (N.8.,) at Cincinnati, Ohio, also, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to our churches to observe the second 
Sabbath in July next as a day of prayer, in view of the war now existing 
between this government and that of Mexico; and that our ministers be 
requested to preach on that day a sermon on the subject of peace. 

9, The General Convention (Cong’] and Presb.) of Vermont, at Spring- 
field, June 15, 1847, 

Resolved, That since the Gospel, if rightly applied, is fitted to remove 
the evils of war, the occurrence of our present conflict with Mexico should 
lead Christians to inquire whether they have, by a proper application of 
pacific principles, given it a full opportunity to do away this unchristian and 
most pernicious custom. 

Resolved, That the times require of Christian parents especial efforts to 
train up the rising generation in the principles of peace, and to guard 
them against the infection of the war-spirit, and the fascinations of mili- 
tary parades and splendor. 

Resolved, That in view of the war now in progress, we recommend that 
its speedy termination be made a subject of special prayer by all our 
churches. ; 

Resolved, That we approve of the American Peace Society, and recom 
mend that collections be taken in our congregations in aid of said So- 
ciety. 

10, The General Association (Cong’l) of Massachusetts, at Worcester, 
June, 1847, 

Resolved, 1. That, as followers and ministers of the Prince of Peace, 
we deeply deplore our present war with Mexico, as inconsistent with the 
religion we profess,and a most prolific source of evils, especially to the 
spiritual interests of our country. 

2. That in view of such a war involving our nation in its guilt, and oc- 
curring at the present day, after all the light which has been shed upon the 
wickedness and evils of the custom, Christians should make increased ex- 
ertions to overspread our whole country with the pacific spirit and princi- 
ples of the gospel, in the hope of thus preventing similar evils in future. 

3. That in view of the war-spirit that has so unexpectedly burst forth 
in various parts of our land, and exerted for the tire an influence so per- 
nicious upon the vast masses of our population, special efforts should be 
made by ministers of the gospel, teachers in Sabbath schools, and other 
Christians concerned in educating the young. to guard them in particular 
against the delusions of war, and fill their opening minds with the peace- 
ful principles of the gospel. 

4. That, from resolutions adopted by ecclesiastical bodies, and opinions 
expressed by the religious press, and in other ways, we are happy in the 
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belief that the Christian bodies with whom we are in fellowship are united 
with us in deploring this war, and in special prayer, which we think incum- 
bent upon all Christians in our country, that it may soon be brought to an 
amicable close, and be followed by lasting and general peace. 

5. That we fully approve the practice heretofore recommended by this 
and other ecclesiastical bodies, of ministers preaching at least once a year 
on the subject of peace, and churches observing the annual concert of 
prayer for the universal prevalence of peace on earth.” 

11. For several years in succession there has been held in June a Con- 
vention of Presbyterian and Congregational ministers and laymen at the 
West, to deliberate on important topics of common interest. It met this 
year at Chicago, Ill., June 17, and, besides its action on Temperance, Mis- 
sions, and kindred subjects, took pretty decided ground on the subject of 
peace. In their preamble or report, they say, “that the gospel is designed 
and adapted to bring all wars to a perpetual end by superseding the spirit 
of aggression on the one hand, and the spirit of retaliation on the other ; 
and hence, that the spirit of war is opposed to the genius of all true re- 
ligion, a8 having come, not from above, but from beneath. 

In view of these principles, and of the existing war between our own 
country and a neighboring republic, it is deemed appropriate that a clear 
and decided expression of sentiment on this subject should be given by 
this Convention at the present time ; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That, in our judgment, all wars involve tremendous guilt, 
both in their inception and their progress; and that this guilt rests upon 
all the parties concerned, in proportion as they are actuated either by the 
spirit of aggression, or by the spirit of retaliation. 

2. That, in so far as the existing war between the United States and 
Mexico is aggressive in its character, it merits the united condemnation of 
every friend of God and man. 

3. That it is the duty of the ministry, and of those who conduct the re- 
ligious press, and of all Christians, to use every appropriate endeavor to 
discourage the spirit of war under whatever form or guise it may appear; 
and that all the followers of Christ are called upon to offer their fervent 
and importunate prayers to the God of nations, for the speedy removal of 
the desolating scourge of war from our borders, and for the promised intro- 
duction of universal and permanent peace throughout the earth.” 

We should be glad to record the action of other ecclesiastical bodies, 
and of individual churches, in different denominations ; but our limits for- 
bid, and we think the foregoing specimens amply sufficient to show how 
the religious community generally regard the subject of peace, especially 
in view of our present war with Mexico. Some churches, such as one 
(Congregational) in North Danvers, Mass., have passed specific resolu- 
tions against this war; and the members of another in Boston (Uni- 
tarian) individually signed a published protest against it as Christians. 
No other classes. of men in the land have taken such action on the sub- 
ject; and hence any one must see, what we have all along said, that 
the chief, almost sole reliance of this cause is, under God, upon his 
church and her ministry. We know they have not yet done their whole 
duty here; but they have done far more than any other class. 

12. At the annual meeting of the Rhode Island Peace Society in June, 
the following resolutions, introduced by the Rev. Dr. Cleaveland, were 
unanimously adopted :— 

“ Resolved, ‘hat the Rhode [sland Peace Society take this occasion to 
express to the world their unqualified reprobation of the present war with 
Mexico, whether they regard its avowed origin and design, or its obvious 
and inevitable results. . 

Resolved, That this Society earnestly invoke the united efforts of all 
good citizens, and especially of Christian ministers, to hasten in all suita- 
ble ways its peaceful and righteous termination,” 
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MINISTERS DO PREACH ON PEACE. 


In response to the recommendation of their General Assemblies, proba- 
bly several thousand ministers in the two sections of the Presbyterian 
Church preached on peace in July last; but we have no space for a de- 
tailed report, and will allude only to the case of Rev. Arpert Ha ce, 
Springfield, Ill.. whose two sermons, subsequently published to vindicate 
him against the storm of abuse which they raised to such a pitch, that a 
political convention, held in the place not long after, went out of their 
way to reproach and insult him, though the sermons, as reported in the pa- 
pers, contain only such sentiments as thousands of ministers at the East 
utter with perfect freedom and impunity. 

Sermon on WaR BY THE Rev. R. W. Ciark aT Brooxtyn, N. Y.—This 
discourse, though but one of thousands preached on peace within a few 
months, we notice because we think it a fair specimen, and find it reported 
in one of the N. Y. daily papers :— 


“ The preacher commenced by speaking of the difficulty of gaining at- 
tention to the subject of War. In time of peace, it was contended, that 
to meddle with the subject was unnecessary ; when we are involved in 
war, it will be time to consider it. And when war is actually upon us, 
then, forsooth, every mouth must be shut on pain of being accused of hos- 
tility to the institutions of the country, or of a want of patriotism. Above 
all, the pulpit must be silent on this subject. At the utmost, the clergy 
may speak of the wars of the Israelites, of the bloody career of Alexander 
or Napoleon ; but as to the war with Mexico, they must not speak. 

But what is the office of the pulpit? Why, to speak against Sin; and, 
if it is not to raise its voice against one of the greatest outrages that dis- 
graces the history of nations, then let it perish as faithless and unworthy. 

This war was waged by us upon a sister and weaker Republic. In the 
midst of the greatest national, intellectual] and spiritual advantages, we 
have plunged into this bloody and unjust contest. In this connection the 
speaker would bring forward some of the reasons why this nation should 
never engage in war: 

1. War is destructive to the prosperity of the people. Mr. C. then contrasted 
our present condition with that in which we should have been, had we 
been engaged in warlike pursuits, From the examples of Rome, England 
and France, he urged the perniciousness of war to the highest interest of 
men. 

2. War is hostile to our political institutions. The whole tendency of war 
is to establish a despotism. Moreover, we have not forgotten how, at the 
breaking out of this war, the resources of the country were turned from 
their legitimate use to subserve the purposes of war. The bill for River 
and Harbor improvements was vetoed, that the money might be devoted to 
the war. Must we not see how the despotism of a military life necessarily 
unfits men to discharge the peaceful duties of citizens, and how the mora! 
sentiments can scarcely escape entire corruption in such scenes as the war 
daily brings before them ? | 

Were our government an absolute despotism, the slavish submission en- 
forced on our citizens in the army, would not be discordant with our insti- 
tutions. He then spoke with much earnestness against the rewards so 
often bestowed on soldiers as such, and especially against the idea, that the 
services of a military chieftain could outweigh, as claims to the highest 
office in the people’s gift, all the most eminent qualities of our best states- 
men. 
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3. War is contrary to the spirit of our religion. On this head the speak- 
er dwelt at Jength with great power of argument and illustration. If it 
was the destiny of this nation to advance, it was her high mission to con- 
quer by the sword of Faith, by the light of the Gospel, by benefits done to 
all other nations. ‘To enter on a bloody, destructive war for the extension 
of slavery, was to be false to the principles on which our institutions are 
founded, false to our ancestors, false to our religion, false to our high 
mission, false to our God! 

i= We are obliged not only to abridge this account, but to omit en- 
tirely a great deal of matter which we wished very much to insert, par- 
ticularly respecting the late events and present prospects of the war in 
Mexico—the progress of our cause abroad—the labors of our Agents, of 
whom three, including the Secretary, have been continually at work in 
their respective spheres with success. 


~ 


ANNUAL EFFORTS FOR PEACE. 


Every enterprise must have its place; and the friends of peace long ago 
selected December, generally regarded as the month in which our Saviour 
was born, and the 25th day set apart in commemoration of that event, as a 
proper season for joint, special efforts in the cause of peace. Now, if ever, 
is a time for such efforts; and, in view of the war that has been raging 
through the whole year past without any prospect as yet of a speedy close, 
we earnestly hope the friends of peace will at length remember this cause 
more generally, and in ways more effectual, than ever before. We 
would not dictate either the time or the specific manner of these efforts 
for our cause; but we cannot refrain from pressing its strong, special 
claims just now upon all its real friends. It is quite time for something in 
earnest; and the present exigencies demand, if this great Christian enterprise 
is to be sustained at all, a zealous, fearless advocacy in the pulpit, a fer- 
vent remembrance in the prayers of Ged’s people, and liberal, spontaneous 
contributions. 

By reference to the foregoing resolutions, it will be seen that the Peace 
Society is not alone in its views and wishes on these points, but is fully 
sustained by ecclesiastical bodies in their earnest recommendations, that 
ministers preach on peace, and Christians observe the annual concert of 
prayer for this cause, and contribute to its support as they do to other 
Christign enterprises. We entreat our brethren in the church and the 
ministry to bear these recommendations in mind, and remember that this 
cause depends almost entirely on their spontaneous efforts in its behalf, 
Hitherto it has been far too much neglected ; and the consequence is, that 
we are now in the midst of a war which outrages our professions as Chris- 
tians, and turns our boast as republicans into ridicule and scorn. Had 
Christians in our country done from the first their whole duty on this sub- 
ject, we never should have heard of this war; and, if they will all do their 
duty now, they can, with God’s blessing, prevent the return of similar evils 
in future. The case is clear enough to any eye that will look at it. Had 
only the degree of pacific sentiment now prevailing in most parts of New 
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England, been diffused in season, as might easily have been done, over 
our whole country, or merely over the Great Valley of the West, this war 
could never have come. A few thousand dollars, perhaps only 5000 a year 
for the last fifteen or twenty years, in the cause of peace there, might have 
formed such a public opinion as would, under God, have averted all the 
wide and terrible evils of this conflict. 

Strange that the church did not see the bearings of this subject upon her 
own interests! This war will cost and waste for her alone probably not 
less than fifiy millions of dollars, the mere interest of which would be more 
than all the Christians on earth are now giving to evangelize the pagan 
world, and even the interest upon the interest nearly forty times as much 
as would probably have sufficed in the cause of peace to avert the war 
itself! Yet is the waste of property in war the very least of all its evils, a 
mere drop of the bucket to the whole ocean. How strange that the pro- 
fessed followers of the Prince of Peace could not, years and even centuries 
ago, be roused to their duty on this great subject! How passing strange 
that they will not even now open their minds fully to its claims, and cheer- 
fully respond at once in prayer, in personal efforts, and liberal contribu- 
tions ! 

Our labor here is not in vain. God's promises are explicit, and his provi- 
dence has already crowned our efforts in this cause with signal success; 
greater, in proportion to the means used, than in any other enterprise of 
benevolence or reform. True, we have not the usual criteria of success ; 
but we can point to acknowledged results of vast importance to our own 
country, to Christendom, and the whole world. Ex-President Adams once 
declared his belief, that our efforts prevented a war between us and Mexico 
in 1837-8; and this cause, more than any thing else, under God, has avert- 
ed war thrice threatened between us and England. Every fair-minded 
man, duly informed on the subject, will readily admit this. ‘To the efforts 
and influences which together constitute the cause of peace, may be mainly 
attributed the general peace of Christendom for more than thirty-two 
years; a grand result embracing an amount of good for time and eternity 
quite beyond our power adequately to conceive. And for all this, how 
much has been spent through Christendom in the cause of peace since its 
origin thirty-two years ago? Not more than $150,000, or 200,000 in all; 
less than our present war costs or wastes in a single day; some fifteenth 
part of the two millions and a half now expended every year in efforts to 
evangelize the heathen. Tell us in what other department so much evil 
has been prevented, and so much good secured by the same amount of 
money. If our cause, with an expenditure fifty times as large, had pre- 
vented a solitary war, and that the most trivial, we might safely challenge 
comparison even then with the most favored enterprise of Christian benev- 
olence or reform. 

Most earnestly, then, would we call attention to this cause, and urge 
both the pulpit and the religious press to a zealous advocacy of its claims 
upon good men at a crisis Jike the present. Friends of God! lovers of 
your country and your species! will you not now publish, and preach, 
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and pray, and contribute in behalf of such a cause, not less yours than it 
is ours, the cause of God and his Church? 


Preacuine.—Many have preached on peace the present year ; but is it 
not wise, perhaps incumbent, to preach again for the special purpose of 
stimulating Christians to pray and contribute for the cause? Let every 
minister take his own time before the first of next January; but we hope 
he will, if possible, preach just before the concert of prayer for peace is 
held, and will let a contribution be taken up immediately after the sermon. — 
We hope every pastor will bear in mind that the success alike of the con- 
cert and the contribution will generally depend almost entirely on himself, 
and will take the responsibility of providing for both. 


Concert OF Prayer.—We trust that this will be extensively observed 
this year. Our main hope of peace very soon with Mexico, rests with 
God ; and no power but His can long hold in check the warring passions 
of any nation in Christendom. The success of this cause, equally with 
that of missions, or any other, depends on God, and should be remembered 
earnestly in the prayers of his people, not only at this concert, but in the 
sanctuary every Sabbath, and every day in the closet, and at the family 
altar. 

ContripuTions.—T hese will be appropriated as the donors may direct, 
or be left at the Society’s discretion. ‘hey may, if desired, be returned, 
partly or wholly, in our publications to the donors themselves. Every one 
who gives one dollar, and will forward his name, may receive the Advo- 
cate for the ensuing year, together with our forthcoming Review of the 
Mexican War; and every minister who both preaches and takes up a col- 
lection, more or Jess, becomes thereby a member of our Society for the 
year, and is thus entitled of course to all our current publications. 
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SPECIAL EFFORTS FOR FUNDS. 


Tue whole peace movement originated in a keen general sense of the 
calamities inflicted by the late wars of Europe, and by our last war with 
Great Britain. Good, thoughtful men, while smarting under its terrible 
inflictions, began to inquire whether the sword must devour forever, and 
set themselves at work to apply the remedy provided in the gospel, by 
bringing public sentiment into accordance with its pacific principles, by 
impressing the community with the guilt and evils of this custom, and sug- 
gesting rational, Christian substitutes for the brutal arbitrament of the 
sword. Hence arose, thirty-two years ago, the cause of peace; and the 
freshly remembered sufferings from this terrible scourge, gave the cause 
an impulse which kept it agoing long enough to gain a permanent hold on 
Christian principle, and thus place it among the established enterprises of 
benevolence. 

Already has our present war had a similar effect upon multitudes of good 
men in sections of our country where little had before been done or thought 
on the subject of peace. In the great Valley of the West, where the war- 
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spirit burst out at once in a whirlwind of excitement, it has turned the at- 
tention of sober, thoughtful men to the claims of our cause, and called 
forth an earnest desire that we would extend our labors there, and espe- 
cially would put some of our most effective publications in the hands of 
ministers, and in the libraries of Sabbath Schools, all over that immense 
valley. It is now seen, that we are combatting a real evil of vast magni- 
tude ; one to which our country is continually exposed; one that depends 
- mainly on the will of the people themselves, and hence may be prevented 
by arraying public opinion through the land against it in season. This can 
be done; and, now that attention is so generally turned to the subject, and 
the public mind is open to the evils of war, we can, if we will, make a 
general and effective impression on the popular mind of the nation. The 
way is prepared, or fast preparing, for hopeful efforts in this cause all over 
the land ; and the friends of peace will be unfaithful to their trust, if they 
do not seize on these rare opportunities, procured by so much treasure, 
blood and misery, to pour over the Great West in particular a flood of 
light on this subject. 

We may expect special facilities in this work. We can for the most 
part calculate on the ready co-operation of Christian ministers, and of 
teachers in Sabbath Schools on the spot; and through these two classes 
we can reach no small part of the most effective minds throughout the 
West. The conductors of our benevolent societies, and the organizations 
of different sects, will doubtless lend their aid, and thus leave to us only 
the cost of the publications to be circulated. The Arm. Home Missionary 
Society last year offered, at their own expense, to forward to their mission- 
aries, nearly one thousand in all, whatever publications we might put at 
their disposal; and in similar ways we can probably reach nearly all the 
ministers and Sabbath schools at the West with comparatively little trouble 
to ourselves, and thus spread there, in due time, at least the same degree 
of pacific sentiment that now pervades New England, and that would, if 
spread there ten or twenty years ago, have doubtless prevented our present 
war. With these views our Executive Committee recently adopted this 
resolution, viz. :— 

“That, in view of the increased demand and facilities for the 
spread of publications on Peace, particularly in the Great Valley of the 
West, we think a special effort should be made to raise at least Five Thou- 
sand Dollars, to be spent as the donors may direct, or the Society may 
think best, either in sending its publications to Sabbath schools and minis- 
ters of the gospel at the West, or in circulating among leading men through 
the land the proposed Review of the Mexican War.” 

THE WORK BEGUN.—Already have some of our friends from abroad sent 
us contributions for these purposes. One lady gave us a short time ago 
$50; and one of our steadfast friends in Boston has just paid us $100 more. 
We hope many others will soon do likewise; and we see not in what way 
benevolent men, lovers of their country and their race, can spend their 
money to better purpose. We ought to have soon, not five, but fen or 
TWENTY thousand dollars for these objects. 

We have begun, also, to issue our publications for these purposes. We 
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have stereotyped the Peace Manvat, and printed 2000 copies, most of 
which are already circulated. We wish we could multiply them by tens 
of thousands this very year. Some of our friends are anxious, as we are 
ourselves, to have a copy put at once into the hands of as many of our 
legislators as possible, both at Washington and through the States. 





~~ 


(G> To REcEIVERS OF THE ApvocaTE.—When the Advocate, at the 
close of the last year, was sent back to us without one of the thousands of 
names that were on its subscription list at the time of tts passing into Mr. 
Bwritfs hands, we could do no otherwise than forward it, somewhat at a 
venture, ‘to a select number of persons known or supposed to be friendly to 
our cause. We told them we should leave it optional with themselves to pay 
for it or not; and we say so still, yet trust they will all kindly consider our 
circumstances. One year ago we took the cause into our hands under 
circumstances extremely critical. The Society, with scarce a subscriber 
to its periodical, deeply in debt, and assailed with reproaches from both the 
moderate and the radical wing of its old supporters, was thrown upon the 
hands of its present conductors to manage its concerns as best we could. 
We have done so; and, while far from wishing to complain of the exces- 
sive burden we have had to bear, we do hope our friends who have received 
the Advocate this year, will not only take it still, but deem it a privilege to 
pay the pittance we charge for it, and some to send us several dollars in- 
stead of the one required for it two years. Those who have had it this year, 
shall receive it another year, and our proposed Review of the Mexican War, if 
they will each forward us one dollar soon. The Review is to contain as 
much matter, in book-form, as is commonly sold for half a dollar; and we 
shall be glad to furnish this, and the Advocate for the ensuing year, to any 
one who shall send a dollar to our office. 
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Receipts from Aug. 10 to Oct. 10. 


Woburn, Collection, $6 84| Concord, J. M. Cheeney, $2 
Abijah Thompson, 5 00 Mrs. D. Loring, 2 
Oliver Bacon, Others, 5 
Oliver C. Rogers, Harvard, Seth Nason, 2 
Others, Others, 5 

South Woburn, N. B. Johnson, New Ipswich, N.H., col. in Cong.Ch., 12 


Harrison Parker, 

Others, 
Belleville, N. J., Anna R. Frost, 
Weymouth, North, col. in Cong. Ch, 


Jos. Barrett, 
Geo. Saunders, 
W. W. Johnson, 
Mrs. D. Everett, 
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Weymouth Landin , N. Fifield, Others, 
Jos. Richards, Westminster, 
Jona. Newcombe, Athol, 
Lewis Newcombe, Templeton, D. Whitcomb, 
C. Stetson, Others, 
Samuel Newcombe, West Newbury, 
A. N. Hunt, Georgetown, G. J. Tenney, 
Others, 1 Others, 
Concord, Samuel Hoar, North Chelmsford, 


Daniel Shattuck, 
Le Pye 

iss F. M. Mackay 
N. Brooks, ” 
Reuben Brown, 


Sharon, Lewis Morse, 
Amesbury, col. in Cong. Ch., 
James Horton, 

David French, 
Others, 
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Hampton, N H, 2 50| Burlington, Vt., James Dean, §2 00 
Dover, N. H., Wm. Woodman, *s - Roxbury, Jacob Davis, 2 00 

Others, 3 : 
Great Falls, N. H., 600| By Rev. H. B. Pierpont. 
Salem, John P. Andrews, 10 00) Allice, N. Y., Presb. Ch., 475 

D. A. White, 5 00} Livonia, do. do, 2 21 

Jos. G, Sprague, 5 00} Lakeville, do. do. 5 50 

Philip Chase, 5 00| Rochester, do. Bap. Ch. 4 25 

S. M. Worcester, 3 00| Fairport, do. Presb.Ch. 2 50 

$. A. Chase, 3 00| W. Bloomfield, do. 4 38° 

Mr. Palfrey, 3 00 | Lima, do. do. 3 62° 

A. Chase, 2 00! Richmond, do. Friend, 2 00 

Joha Dike, 200) Pen Yan, do. Cong. Ch., to 

Jona. Nichols, 200} con. Rev.J.Jones, L.M., 20 00 

C. M. Richardson, 2 00) Hamilton College, Pres. North, 2 00 

S. Chamberlain, 2 00; Plymouth, Ct., Cong. Ch , Pye 

Wm. Ives, : & Bethlehem, Ct, 00-65 86 

Wm. Goodhue, 

John Chapman, 2 00 By Rev. W. H. Dalrymple. 

Others, 9 00) East Brookfield, 2 90 
Wayne, O., Benev. Soc. by S. Ward, 5 00| North Brookfield, 17 08 
South Reading, Thomas Emerson, 10 00) Auburn, 10 50 
Ww. Ww. Cutler, 5 00 S encer, 5 94 

Others, 3 00 Millbury, 5 50 
Lancaster, by Rev. C. Packard, 7 00) Grafton, 9 25 
Essex, col. in Cong. Church, 9 00 North Hadley, 4. 00 
Hamilton, do. do. 6 56 | Gardner, 16 55-71 02 
pcm 3 Smith, : a Publications sold at office, 7 30 

SP Holt. 1 00 Reading, Henry Kingman. 3 00 
Ipswich, Geo. W. Hurd, 10 00 sen. * d ; ~relgea daughters, ; my 

Miss Anna Dana 5 00 , 

Mrs. M.S Farley 5 00 C. Wakefeld, 2 0 

Oi $m Him-Emencs, 
Portsmouth, N. H., Mrs. Henry Ladd, 5 00 , 

Chs. E.. Myers, 2 00) To reimburse the Soc’s late Treasurer. 

Daniel Wright, 1 00) M G 100 00 
Boston, J. W. Ward, 100 00 te sen Ww rant, 100 60 
Amsterdam, N. Y.., 2 00 obert SOO 100.00 
Auburn, N. H., B. Chase, 1 00 G.C. Beckwith, 
Fryeburg, Me., J. Colby, 5 00 g1027 11 


[> The effort for raising, by special subscription, enough to reimburse our late Trea- 
surer, has been wel! begun. It must all come from comparatively few, and those mainly 
in this city ; and we earnestly hope, that the whole amount needed will be cheerfully 
subscribed very soon. 





(c= The American Peace Society, taking as the basis of co-operation the principle 
that war is inconsistent with Christianity, and the true interests of mankind, confines its 
efforts to the one object of preventing international wars, and has nothing to do with 
any of the popular theories respecting capital punishment, anti-government, or non- 
resistance, but invites all who favor its object, to unite: with the Society by the payment 
of $2 as an annual subseription, or $20 as a life-membership. 














Terms.—Advocate of Peace, monthly, or a double No. once in two months, making 
a volume in two years, One Dollar in advance. 


Book of Peace, 12 mo, 606 pp., 10%] Haneock on Peace, . . . $0 25 

Congress of Nations, 8 vo, large, . 250] Dymondon War, . . . . 2 

Upham on Peace, . ; é . 38 | Peace Manual, paper covers, 20—cloth, 31 
Tracts (64 in all) at 12 pp. foracent. A discount for gratuitous distribution. 


Boston, 21 Cornhill, Geo. C. Beckwith, Cor. Sec., W. C. Brown, Assist. ‘Treasurer. 
New York, M. W. Dodd, Brick Ch. Chapel, near the City Hall. 
Puitapecresia, Henry Longstreth, 547 Market St. 


PosTaGE—same as newspapers, by a decision of the P, M. Gen’l, as conveying news. 





